A highly polymorphic plasma protein locus in brown trout (Salmo trutta L.) populations from Portugal.
Genetic polymorphism of an unidentified plasma protein (PX) is described for the first time in Salmo trutta (L.) by means of isoelectric focusing. The analysis of 414 individuals from different geographic origins in Portugal allowed the identification of nine alleles. Heterozygosity in natural populations is generally above 0.60, thus giving similar values to those reported for brown trout microsatellite loci. Substructuring of Portuguese brown trout is evident between northern and southern basins. Genetic affinities between the southernmost rivers and the hatchery stock were detected, suggesting the existence of recent stocking influences.